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Mr. Paul L. Hoc.h 

1735 Highland Place, ApL. 25 

Berkeley, California 94709 

y 

Dear . • 

This is in response to your letter requesting the 
Attorney General to review, pursuant to 28 C.F.R. § 16.7(c), 
the denial by Deputy Attorney General Kleindienst of your 
request for various documents relating to the assassination 
of President Kennedy. Spcc5.fical.ly, you requested access 
to all FBI record-s concerning Lee Harvey Oswald which 
existed before the date _o j. President Kennedy's assassination 
"whether maintained at headquarters or at any field office. 

This should include all material in FBI files dealing with 
Oswald in any way which was not furnished to the [Warren] 
Commission (as well as that furnished but presently withheld), 
including internal memoranda, teletypes and other instructions 
or communications between FBI activities, internal surveillance 
reports on any surveillance conducted involving Oswald, 
internal mail cover reports and the like." 

Deputy Attorney General Kleindienst denied your request 
on the ground that the records sought consist: of "investi- 
gatory tiles compiled for “law enforcement purposes," and 
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your appeal is from that action of his. However, in view 
of his initial response to tSUi-f. request in his capacity 
as Deputy Attorney General, Attorney General Kleindienst 
has di^alificd himself with respect to your appeal and 
has designated me to act in his behalf. 

Upon careful consideration of your appeal, I have 
decided to modify the previous denial of your request. The 
portion of that action which constitutes a legal determina- 
tion that the records are exempt under the seventh exemption 
in the Act (5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)) will not be disturbed. 

At the same time, however, your request is being remanded 
to the Deputy Attorney General for further processing with 
a view to the discretionary release to you of the records 
sought insofar as this may^be found clearly consistent 
with the efficient continuing discharge of the Department's 
responsibilities and the legitimate interests of private 
citizens . To this end, 1 have directed that a comprehensive 
re-examination of the FBI's files concerning the assassination 
of President Kennedy be made. 

As you are undoubtedly aware, those files are voluminous 
and include post-assassination as well as pre-assassinntion 
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material. Accordingly, the kind of review and evaluation 
to be made will require extensive services of relatively 
high salaried employees presently committed to other 
Departmental responsibilities. Although this review will 
begin immediately, its completion will require a substantial 
period of time, depending on various factors not now 
ascertainable with precision. Processing may also include 
such measures as deleting names or other ma t e r i a 1 , jc.—t vpe 

pr-oc^essi-ng-rexpressly-reeognized--in~your--letter— of. 

•Ap^i-lr -9-^y making copies, etc. 



For the purpose of {aj-fej—a-ti uig .u nite 



-ry delay in 



furnishing you with the results of this review, such results 
v;ill be made available to you as portions of the review are 
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■■ * completed. For example, it is expected that those, portions 

the first twenty or thirty volumes of the files which 
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be released] 
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be released] will be reviewed^? processed and available 
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t:o you within approximately forty-five days., Swb&eqitent 

I 'O.t’tSl rfi\ m c. t-jts. h/ rt 

notifies cions to you of Fesults are’ e^ontompiaired to continue 



ait reasonably regular intervals until the review is completed. 
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You may arrange to inspect the released records, have 
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copies sent to you, or inspec^and then obtain copies. / A: 




3 









Released records will be available for inspection at Room 6311, 
Department of Justice, 10th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue 
N.Wo >- aS t&& r shington, D.C. 205o0. It may^be possible to arrange 
lor inspection at Justice Department offices at other locations 
if this proves necessary. A request to inspect these 
records should be made in advance so that monitoring of 
the inspection can be provided. Charges for monitoring 
service are computed pursuant to Departmental regulations. 

28 C.F.R. § 16.4(c). 

If y°u desire copies of the records they will be furnished 

to you in person or by mail upon payment of the necessary 
fees pursuant to 28 C.F.R. § 16.4 (d). Arrangements for 
inspection and/or copying may be made with the Deputy Attorney 
General's office before or after you are notified of the 
results _of .the review. .Such arrangements may be. made by 
mail or telephone, attention of Mr. Daniel Zerfas. 

The delay in this Department's response to your present 
aippeal is sincerely regretted and some explanation may be 
pt interest. Departmental personn.nl who handle freedom 
Q'f information matters, an area where few specialists exist, 
bave devoted much time recently to processing your various 
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Qt.»er reques ts^which a-s-e of ten^difficult and complex. In 
this connection, it is noted that you very recently received 
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final agency action on another n..e of. your appeals. In 
none of these matters, including the present one, have 
you been^charged fees in any way proportionate to the cost 
to the government of processing your requests. Moreover, 
t_ne persons who perform this processing all have other 
duties within the Department's primary statutory responsi- 
bilities, such as law enforcement, legal services to 
government agencies, etc. While requests for access to 
records must be processed promptly, this ' not result 
.in suspending for protracted periods the performance of 
urgent law enforcement and other vital governmental 
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responsibilities. I hope you will appreciate that we trvA-r- 
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to perform all of ©wr functions as best we can within the 
resources available to us. 

. j -i 

Sincerely, 
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Ralph E. Erickson 
Deputy Attorney General 
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